Design, globalization, and national identities take on new significance where global and local meet. This comprehensive book covers a wide range of design topics as it explores diversity of national identities and cultures in places such as Africa, New Zealand, India, and Lebanon. The range of writers is impressive, and the essays address the qualities that make a certain region or nation's design unique or that challenge their identity in an interconnected world.
Gimeno-Martínez, Javier. Design and National Identity. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2017. ISBN: 9781472 591036 (pbk). 288 pages. Black and white illustrations.
In the increasingly nation-state geopolitical reality, this timely book explores the relationship between national identity and cultural production from production and consumption perspectives. Key examples are from national symbols, government positioning of interventions, and corporate expressions. It also takes on traditional formations of the nation-state in relation to globalization, migration, and cultural diversity as equally important. This book is about digital technology and everyday typography in a post-digital age. There is a growing fascination and re-evaluation of pre-digital skills and processes. This three-part book explores re-appropriation, which has irreverently liberated a new generation of typographers, designers, and artists who have grown up with digital technology. The result creates exciting, potent, and culturally subversive typographic responses. Robots have been, at the same time, both romanticized and feared for decades, and with AI taking on more of a role in our lives, the robot is now in our digital platforms. This engaging book, which was part of a comprehensive exhibition, is an interdisciplinary look at robotics revealing the contradictions inherent in this new technology. This book addresses a plea for a design concept dedicated to designing interactions and relationships between humans and machines. It contains a glossary with important robotics terms and includes an extensive catalog. We see waste every day and wonder where it all goes, but is it worthy of study? According to Offenhuber-yes. He views waste as information that can be forensically tagged and tracked in what he calls "infrastructure legibility." He then explores how waste is dealt with in three contexts and how it is defined, managed, and governed among users, technology, and cities. The wonder of the book is how the discarded can return as meaning. Design and its relation to social responsibility is a continuing theme, and this book looks at the contemporary ways to learn and practice design in a socially responsible manner. This very comprehensive volume has a diversity of contributors who delve into ethics, sustainability, entrepreneurship, and activism. The wide array of case studies, assignment briefs, and interviews makes tangible how social responsibility is realized. Michael Webb, an artist and trained architect who was part of Archigram, has spent his 60-year career thinking about the relation between the two disciplines. He addresses themes such as time, space, and speed expressed through pencil, collage, and oil paint. The book includes essays by Frampton, Wigley, Sorkin, and Woods, along with nearly 200 sumptuous drawings/ collages rooted in analytical thinking and structured around architectural elements and notational systems.
